Path Perfect: Reclaiming Jezreel

Based on the results of the LIDAR, the expedition conducted a landscape survey over
approximately 1.16 square miles. They documented 25 cave tombs, ®bitrtmkbs, 57
agricultural installations, 21 quarries, 6dsterns, 94 walls and 26 natural caves that
had been adapted for human use. These they documented using a handheld GPS unit,
measuring, photographing and describing each one. They thus began to realize that
Jezreel was much larger than scholars had pnesiypimagined.
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Hardly had Dr. Norma Franklin and | emerged from her digiywheel drive in the
parking lotatTel Jezreet o b egi n t h ewedvary éngulfed bggroup ofwh e n

curious schodahildren on a field trip

.. =

Fig. 1. Aerial photo of Tel Jezreel (bottom center) and the Jezreel Spring (in trees, top righ@Photo courtesyof
the Jezreel Expedition)
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We wer e st andi n g thaancenivealhandnsoatt this Biblerich r o m

mound in northern Isra@ndFranklinwasalreadydeep into her flow ofascinatingfacts

highlighting the unique significance @u e e n  J e z e b eButdhsgregarialls haunt s
co-director of the Tel Jezreel Expeditionmediately interrupted herself émgage the

k i desobersWe found outhat hey wereArab Israelifrom the Khalil Jibran

ElementarySchoolin Nazareton a f i el d t r i p Iniourfirstfive fAnei ghbo
minutes at this ancient biblical sifast an hour north of Tel Aviwve had stumbled

preciselyon one othemanyaudiencs Franklinwants to reach with hepproacho the

excavatiori whatarchaeologists call thenguedurée. | t 6 sview that cartrudyl y

do justiceto theapproximately 00yearss of historythat lies beneath our feet

Between my visit othathazy Marchdayand the writing of this article, the dynamic

2014 excavation season has comeguomnk, bringing wh it intriguing new finds and a

host of exciting new questions to answer. The theme of the 2014 dig demstktin told

me after the seasonendeda s @At he path. o | toés dhereal path,
ancient mound odezreel to the spring that first gave the inhabitantsHeee in

prehistoric timesBut for those of usvaiting to segnow renewed expl@tion of this site,

mentioned some 30 times in the Bible, erewbur understanding dhe history and

culture of thisland it 6s a precious new path to the pa

Did thecurious cluster of kids around Frankknowthat the great Lebanedsern poet

after whom their school was named came from the same land rasithenaligned

gueenof this ancient hilP Hopefully their teachers did not miss the opportunity to convey
it to themthat day because th t thesbeauty of @haeology in the land of the Bihlend

of its peoples t h #eni@nd now areanintimatelytangible tangle




Fig. 2. Tel Jezreel on the horizon is the backdrop for this view of the ditn Area S, westjn the Masha,which
holdspr omi si ng secrets a(Photodurtekeotthedezreed Bxpetliton) g past

It was Jibran whavrote:fi 1 s not t he mo-inspitirg and mdreaciearlmor e awe
visible to one passing through the valley than to those who inhabit the naourith& o
certainlyseemsrue ofTel Jezreel at first From the floor of the Jezreel Valley, the
epaymousmound is unmistakablénd indeed when youfirst i i n htteelmouth a i n o

on a tour of a few houyrsothing jumps out at you at first When lvisited in March,

signs ofprevious archaeologicalork had grown indistincti even of the huge moat and

towers around the Israelite enclosurevergrownwith still-green winter vegetation.

Wh at 6 sthemexaongruction that brings history alive folitaiss at stellarbiblical

sites like Tel HazqgMegiddoo r B e 6 dasyet3dygece del Jezreel

That is precisely the reason Franklin, wadh.D. dissertation was Bamaria and

Megiddo(where shavas a founding member of the Tel Aviv Universigcavation in

1992) chose Jezreeltoexcavael t 6 s menti oned more than Megi
yet previous excavations were concerned with only a small area of the upper tell, badly

damaged by later constructiorrranklinsaid.T h e r me@lsctedpicnic ground there,
shewentontosaywher e t he | east sipaloidimgtheicavipattsir 6 s pr o bl
there are also deserted graves and dangerous opelBgfdsei t 6 s , Franglindndh t e

t h e abdirgabosDr. Jennie Ebeling tfie Universityof Evansvilleare determined to

forgethatpath to the pasandgive Jezreel a new voice

But here, with all due respects wh e r e Jaf the neountaigcanisanva gseno
longer Becausdt is the closer we loolat this particular mountaitmatthe more awe
inspiring it becomes as its hiddeeasuresome to lightAnd although millennia of
history and archaeology bookend the biblical story of Jezreel, how caatwaelp

starting with its infamous first family Ahab and Jezehel

Long before fApainted | adyo ref,Queentezkbet o desi 1
had come to epitomize troubMany of us have the image of a sultry Bette Déwikelp

us pcture thatconniving, idotworshippingPhoeniciargqueenl too had a clear image in



my mind ofthati d e v i | b or ni askrankieoLane sahgaMymwsndgicture of
Jezebetomesfrom a playby Frederick Olesdhatl saw when wasabout 13 years old

in the basement of the Grace Baptist Churchrenton, New Jerseyt must have been

the disconnect of watching my friendsd mom,
gueen and my junior high school English teacher, Mr. Seaman, playing the hapless Ahab

that made it so memorabl@r perhaps,dng bdore | learned how women turned

powerlessness into power in the Biltlee immortal idea of Jezel&mply caught my

attention even then

| t edsy topicture Jezebeh herheyday anambitious yound?hoeniciarCanaanite
princesswho made surg¢hat hethomebred worshipf Batal would beembracedy her
enthrallech u s b a n d 6. Fastfomlarpteelezebgin her dotageGGoldie Hawnlike in
fiDeathBecomedHer,0 beforebeing pushetb her grislydemise In theBible, Jezreel is a
backdrop for a moralityale involving Ba&al worship, brought home by the prophet Hosea
(1:4). That, and the enduring prurient interest in Jezetoetloubtkept thelocation of

Jezreehlive.



Fig3. AThe Death of JéhotobWikimedia CGBuonwonspv e Dor

Drapediow and lazilyacross aocky spur Tel Jezreelacks the typical steepided
tabletopof theclassic tell. But rising from the northwestern slopes of Mount Gilthea,
moundaffordsa breathtakingiew of the valleythat bears its name, which by the time
ancient Christian pilgrims stopped here waled Esdraelom Greek Its location made
itone ofa nt i gmost stratégg citiek the famedMegiddo (biblical Armageddorijes
10 miles to the west drBeth Shearalmostequidistant to the easktezreetontrolleda
junction of the international highway tiBgble calls théVay of the Seand the Romans
knew aghe Via Maris Right here isvherethat roadntersects with th&/ay of the
Patriarchdeading south acrogke centralmountainridgeto Shechem, Samaria, Bethel,
Jerusalem Bet hl ehem, Heblrtolhs amae B editaly sStafidgeAlaa b 6 s
post,because while Samaneas the capital of his kingdom, its rulers could ignore the

strategic importance of Jezreel only at their peril.



The biblicalMa 6 a kaaod

T where Gideon chose a fews

good men to fight the
Midianites is onlya mile
from here In 1260,the ruler
of the Mamluk Empire, =
Qutuz must havechosen to
use he nameiyn Jalut,
Aithe spring

probablyfeeling quite the  Fig. 4. view of the Jezreel Valley from the ruins of a building possibly

. . . built by Sultan Baybars to commemoratevictory in battle (Photo courtey
giart himselfafter defedng of the Jezreel Expedition).

GhengisKhats gr andson

there.After that battle, which halted the Mongol advance from Asia and @rgladably

be said to havehangdworld history, Qutuzwas murdered by himore famous

successor, Bayba($223 1277). The lattebuilt a monumenbverlookingthe ancient

battlegroundo commemorate the battieit may wellbethe small building thathe

Jezreel Expeditioexcavatedn 2013 and 201/Napoleod ®rcesfought the Ottoman

Turksint he shadow of Jezreel on April 16, 1799
Battle of Mount Taboro with a cl earer connec
Barak) Other battlesought neahere all theway up to and including the 1967 Sbay

Warhave rightfully earned this valley the mor

An internationahighwaylike the one through the Jezreel Vallsyne factorcritical to a

c i t y Ovateffisathe ethreln fact,it comes firstwh er e t her eds a wel |, t
you mightsay. In the case of Jezreghabundant springght in ownits backyardckept it

in business over the centuri@$e area betweehel Jezreelnd the spring and the

paths that link them, atg one of which Franklin led me in Mar¢hare an exciting new

focus in the efforts of the currentpedition



As | share my tourthat daywith readers,
16 dke toimaginethe path Franklin took
me onasthe prototypdor futurevisitors.
We 61 | b elrgn Age,lstaelitet h e
enclosurethenheadover to a poorly
preserved but intriguing buildingndon

down to the spring anolver to asite that

we are well within our rights to imagine
Fig. 5. The tower at Jezreel, as it looked in the late 18000 ast h e b i bl ivinayard Nab ot hds
(Photo courtesy of the Jezreel Expedition) ) )
Finally, w e éeéatito the ruins of a
Byzantine church and climihe remnantof atowerwith a windowthat turns out to be

onelJezebet i dlook dut of

For the Bible Tells Us So

The haze on the day Franklin took me to Jezreel was a disappoitnfiesitfor the

photographer in mé there would be no good distance shots todagalized But then

againithose conditonsmnade it easy to picture the watchm
into the distancelooking for a sign ofhe messengethkeir king, Joram hadsent out to

meetthe strangers raising dust in the distan@ae thing they knew theway alone

chariotwasnow speeding wildly towardhe city gatecould only mean one thirigthe

driver was Jehu

From here, | would ordinarily be able to she Mountains of Gilead, east of the Jordan

It was from there¢hatthe Bible say¥ing Joramof Israelhad comeo his Jezreelhome

to recover from wound®flicted by abattle against Hazael of Ara(@ Kings 9:15) That

little R & R getaway, leaving his general Jehu in charge of the troops, would cost him

dearlyi adisciple of ElishasecretlyanoinedJehu kingAs quicklyasl e hués i nner ci
must havdeaked the newst obviouslyd i d n 6t g o badkmdezreeldoaenc a u s e

had no idea what hathppened, as the next part of the stemeals



Fig. 6. Schoolchildren touring TelJezreelwith their teacher, looking out at the Jezreel Valleyand learning about
ithe batt !l efodi(RhédtadMiam Feinbeeg V8mogh). e

Joramtook hisvisiting ally, his nephewKing Ahaziah of Judakandleft the cityto meet

JehuHe suspectedothing apparently the irony dhe meeting placé none other than

the vineyardhathis mothethad wrested away from Naboth the Jezreéli2 Kings

9:21)was loston himitwasJ e hu 6 s r e s p greetingthatcloed liro int@his 6 s

g e n e padidy © thattime-honored insult t@ n emther, throwing in witchcraft for

good measure (2 Kings 9:28But it was too lateJehu shoforamin the backas he

desperately wheeled around his chariot to.tiement hwar t ed Ahazi ahés de
attempt to escapand Jehumortally wounedthe Judahite monarch s chariot

(Ahaziah subsequenttjied at Megiddo). And littlelid Queen Jezebel know that her own
servants would rally to dndimakéugappomtmame. The mo
biblical history ended with her eunuctessng herout of a windowat thebehest of their

soonto-be new mastdgi2 Kings 9:32 33). Then Jehu trampled her to death beneath his

hor ses & hoov ehesatddwnddinaelthatdéye f or e

More than a thousand yedaser, in the early fourth century CEEusebius, bishop of
Caeasre&knewJezreel as Esdraela. A few decades laie833 CE thePilgrim of
Bordeauxpad it a visit He was followed bout 50 years latdyy another pilgrimEgeria

whosedescriptionwascopiedcenturies lateby Peter the Deacom 1137.The latter



wrote fin Jezreel there is nothing left of Naboth's vineyard but its aed,the

foundations of a tower. The tomb of Jezebel is stoned/éryene to this very day

By that time travelerswere calling JezredlLe Petit Gerimo r 7 s madnamelheni n o0
Knights Templar gave it to differentiate it from the city they toafilout 9 milego the

south.That recalls ouemphas onthe highway through Samaria, along which the

Palestiniarcity of Jeninstill stands Jewish travelers also mention the pldnearound

1165Benj ami n of Tudel a wamsintairingthdcoredgh¢ t o cal |
valleyp s He br,&wabred md i Gaokde wfi.dlhat narheaudviyed until

moderntimes as the name of the village that stood hatig 1948 Another Jewish

traveler, Eshtori h&arhi who also visited Zerin in the twelfth centymgconfirmed its

identification withJezreel.

In thesixteenthcentury, according to Ottoman tax recordstin boasted a total ddur
householdsvhich produced aariety ofagriculturalgoods About a century later,
according to th®utch scholaOlfert Dapper that number had ballooned to soiri®)
housdolds ofJews and Arabsvith highway robbery becoming an important second

incomefor some residents

In thenineteentttentury, clergymaischolar Edward Robinson connedZerin with
biblical Jezreebnd ®on enough scholargerepointing outt h e nsamost d 6
outstanding feture,the massivéoweri which | was to clamber up later witfranklini

as part of the palace of the Omride dynasty.

In 1904 the Ottoman government built a railway through the vgblast of the famous
Hejaz railway by which Muslim pilgrims traveled to Mecta)ink theportcity of Haifa
with the region east of the Jordan Rivaeme ofits stations was a mile from Tel Jezreel at
Ein Harod. The railway opened up the area, and i®,1f@lowing the defeat of the
Ottoman Empire, its prohibition on land sales was liftedthrdbsentee owners of the

landeast of Zerinthe Sursuk family, living in Beirut, soltb,000 acreto the Jewish



National Fund. The tenant farmers in the areeewemovedleavingZerin, owned by the

el-Hadi family from the Nablus area, the most significant village in the region.

The strategic importance of JezrZelrin manifested itselbnce againn| s r d®¥8 6 s

War of Independence. flerce battle was foughiterein April 1948 between the Iraqi

Arab Liberation Army and the Jewish pB¢ate Palmach fightert is commemorated by

a stone bearing the names of the fatleat greets visitors near the parkingadot el

JezreelThe village fell in another battle five weeks later. Howesporadidighting

continued until Augusof that yeay badly damaging th€rusadeteratower. After the

war and the establishment of Israel, a group of young demobilized soldigssnt to

liveinthevi | | age, due to the sitebds strategic val
women established Ki bbuttewWlage, wikich eohsistech a nei g
of fieldstone and mudbrick buildings, was left to deteriorate and eventually, in January

1967 it wasbulldozed, except for the Crusader tower and the church.

Fig. 7. LiDAR scan with excavation areas markedPhoto courtesy of theJezreel Expedition).

In the 1950satransit campvas established hefer Jewishrefugeedrom Iraqi Kudistan

who had come to live ithe newborrState of IsraelSadly, he only trace of that is a

small, cemetery found during the 2012 sunathoughthis is where the grandparents of

so many of the regionds farmers today starte

backs. Part of thiengue duée perspectivevould mean seeking out their storjes well



as those of the Arabs villagers of Zerin, wieal in 1948 andirenow believed tdive in

the Jenin area.
Decadesof Digging

In thelate 1980s, the Atiquities Departmer(eventually to become the Israel

Antiquities Authority)conductedsmaltscaleexcavationshead of preparations to build

a museum at the sit€heyuneartted part ofthe southeastern tower and a r@ck moat

from thelron Age whichsparked renewed interest in biblical Jezrégbint

expedition by the Tel Aviv Institute of Archaeology ahe British School of

Archaeology in Jerusalem, headed respectively by Prof. David Ussishkin and John

Woodhead, was launchedithat time Excavating between 1990 and 1996, they focused

on the enclosure phase, which they beliewad partofl e zeb el 6 s fauedzr eel . Th
signs offiery destructionn the southeast tower, which they ascribed toAttaeneans

under Hazael in the ninth century

In February 2012he currentJezreel Expeditiobecame the first dig in Israel to
conductanaerialscan usinghe lagr-based.iDAR system This systentevealsthe lay
of the landnormallyhidden under vegetation, thus helping to highlight archeological

featuressothatthreedimensionamodels can be produced to guide further exploration

Four monthdater, kased on the results of the LIDAR, the expedition conducted a
landscape survey ovepproximately 1.16 square mileBheydocumente®5 cave

tombs, 35 roclcut tombs, 57 agricultural installations, 21 quarries, 68 cisterns, 94 walls
and 26 naturalaves that had been adapted for human useseTtheydocumented

using a handheld GPS unit, measuring, photographing and describingnea€hey

thus began to realize that Jezreel was much larger than scholars had previously

imagined.

The Enclosure the Date Debate



Fig. 8. Children from a school in nearby Nazarethon a class tripplayingi n t hei r fibi hbtlTelc al
Jezree| not far from the ancient moat (Photo: Miriam Feinberg Vamosh).

The walk along thenoat from the sutheastrn to thenortheastrn towertoday reveals

little of the powerful nature of thi®rtification in all its glory, filed as it is nowadays and
covered withvegetation But originally,the UssishkiiWWoodhead team fourttlis rock-
cuttrenchto besome26to 39 ed wide and 21dd deep a rectangle measuring about
515 x 948 feetWithin this was the enclosure bounded lgaaemate wallf'wo more
towerswere presumed to hgarallel to theones we sawat the other ends of the enclosure
although none were found@he fortifications on the north woufgerhaps not have had to
be so massively bujlthe slope there isaturally stee@sthe GPSin my knees alerted me

whenFranklinled me down it toward the sprithgter that day.

The UssishkinWoodhead tearfound thatto the south, theerrainis flatteri the ideal

place for a gate. When they excavated, they found the remaars»er possibly four
chambered gat&ranklinsaysit would have been a very important gate indeed, as i
faced south toward theapital city ofSamarisandwould have welcomed the Israelite

kings coming from their capital city themilitary outpost And so shéikes to call t the

backyar



Samaria Gaterécallingthe wayd e r u s al e miaffa G&e¢ ahd Damasous Gabd

their names from theities to which they led

Although the Iron Age enclosure was excavated in the 1990s, a report on it was not fully
published. Butnquiring biblical minds want to know: Did Ahab build this enclo8ure

How aboutJehuor Jeroboam II'’And who destroyed @nd when? In fact, wai indeed
destroyeds the consequencesiime major historical event, or did it just decline in

importance?

Thelarge quantity of restorable vessels dating to the Iron Agenthi{ and eighth
centuries BE) thatwere found in the burnt rooof the southeastern towend similar
pottery found below the latest enclosure floor as well as abaseoite of the signthat
peoplewere living heran both theninth andthe eighthcentures BCE But tempting as it
is to do sopotteryhas not been able t@rrow the chronological fielflirther.Since so
far only thesoutheast tower has revealed evidence of destruction, we can no longer
assume that it indicates destruction of theresite. Research thdranklinconducedin
2008 led her to date the peaclosurgemains tahe Omrides (the dyngsnamed after
Ahabos fthecdngtrucjion af th@nclosure itselfo a latereighthrcentury
Israelite monarchJeoboam Il This is also in keeping withearby Megiddavhere the
famous stables arewthought to have been built by Jeroboathid dev el op t he

economic power base

The debate over the dating of the enclosure reveatshtikenge of understandiroyir
biblical pastBecause the mounglasinhabitedfor so long, i buildingstones were
constantly being robbed and reusddder such circumstancebgtancient strata with
their telltale potteryrom different periods become mixeaakingit difficult or
impossible for archaeologists to use the pottedate their findingsThis may have led
previous excavatort® rely too heavily on the biblical narrative decidng that the
enclosure must date to the time of Ahab and Jeietbel ninh century BCEThus we

canodt pr e gaiemadistoheaet in thenswas the one where the heads of

r



Ahabds 7 Ostasked? KingssE)r147). But these massive stonaslpto set the

stage andnothing can compare to telling the story witistas ouiscenery.

What was isidethis enclosure®ther than a building near the gate, excavated in the

1990s,no significant buildings have been foyridseems to have been an oeaa with

aplastered surfa¢similar to thdarge, open plastered courtyards at eigightury

Megidda Deborah Cantrell of Vanderbilt University showed in her recent doctoral

dissertation that highly trained chariot teams were the main fighting force of the Israelite
army.Such a sitevould have ben the perfect place put chariothorsesand their drivers

through their préattle pacesAnd thelarge flat basalt terrac&ranklintook me down on

our way to the springzould have made the perfect grazing grou@alculations indicate

thatthe amount ofrainthat could be grown in the fertifeelds near the citycould have

fedmore thar8,000 horseperyear Thi s si tuation may be refl e

choicest valleys were full of chariots and the cavalry took their stand@tdhte e s . 0

filt Screamsl r on Ageo

Just orth of the enclosuren the exavatio n 6 s Aim 2018 th&lexpeditioaxposed
the scant remains af buildingthewith four large masonry blockis well-carved building
stonescalled ashlars attached to thbedrock and rockcut negatives for placing other
ashlars, now long gon&he buildinghad its owrcave that would have provided
excellent storage facilitiemndan independenwatersupplyin the form of a rocicut
cisten Accor di ng t o prehstericeonsytantthe tisteois véhat is known
as a s e éapnetha prehéstoric olksedfor storingrainwaterthat percolated

down between rock layers



indicationoft he buil dingbébs I ron Age date? (Photo: Mi

Franklin says thate earliesarchitecturenere, the ashlarthe rockcut negatives, the

cave and the cistern, remind her of a building she knowsveryweli ab and Jezebel
palace at their capital iBamarialn fact, Franklinsaid as we stooa@mong the ruins that

hisbui | di ng s cr eaaverderdtooono datalgegottecgntdecurely

pinpoint its earliest us&Vhile excavating here, the team realized #ittoughthe 1990s

excavators and others presumed thatthesadetower marks thsite of thepalacefrom

whose window Jezebel took her fatal plunge, or the point Wwhioh her watchmen saw

Jehu, that towenas a view ofleninto the southand Jehu was coming from the east

This enigmatic buildindgnad a much bettetiew of the valley floorand the road Jehu

would have thundered ufts location high on the hill, conreed with the architecture

makes it a great candidate forlron Age (preenclosure) lookoubr palace.

On to the Source



Fig. 10. Aerial view of the springof Jezreel(in the trees) and the Masha (at right\Photo courtey of Todd
Bolen, BiblePlaces.com)

It was time tdbegin ourdescent to the spring, frombaut 30 feetabove sea levéb about
1.6 feetbelow. Thepathwe took, which waslearlyvisible in the LIiDAR scanandthe
villagers were still using teeachthe spring in the 1940suts through thémestone
hillside at certain pointsThe list of periodérom whichremainshave come to lighthere
createthekind of time span thatankeep archaeologists busy at a site like JeZoeel
lifetime T Neolithic, Chalcolithic Early Bronze Agelntermediate Bronz&ge,Middle
Bronze Age Il Late Bronze Agelron Age, Persian, Hienistic, Byzantine Early
Muslim, Crusader, Late Muslim and Ottoman.

On the way down to the springtanklinpointed outa small,squareyuin that piqued the
curiosity of the tearhen it was discovered in the 2012 surv8juated on a

promontory above the path and tentatively dégd smaliscaleexcavationn
December 2013 (t h®medieyaldinhasis styteredalisstrécturesa P )
built to commemorate Muslim victorie®/as this building which not only controls the
main path into Jezreel, but overlooks the battlefield where 40,000 tamaogisti the
monument that Sultan Baybars saypbeup tocommemorat¢he defeat of hisMongol

enemies athe battle ofAyn Jalut?



